


HEU ready for
challenges of
bargaining,
B.C. election

HIS ISSUE of The Guardian

marks a turning point in how

the Hospital Employees Union
. communicates with its mem-
bers. For the first time ever, the union’s
main publication is being mailed out
to 30,000 members.

It's appropriate that the first
Guardian to reach HEU members in
their homes has dedicated a great deal
of coverage to our bargaining issues.

On Feb. 14, 1991, we start negotia-
tions for the renewal of the Master Col-
lective Agreement that covers 25,000
HEU members working in hospitals and
long term care facilities represented by
the Health Labour Relations Associa-
tion. Negotiations with the other long
term care employers are scheduled to
commence shortly after that date. This
means that the whole of our member-
ship will be in bargaining at approxi-
mately the same time.

The demands that HEU's bargaining
committee will present to the employ-
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ers affect not only the wages and wel-
fare of our members but also the quali-
ty of health care available to British
Columbians.

In addition to demands for a fair
compensation package for our mem-
bers, the restoration of the nursing
team, reasonable workload levels, a re-
duced work week and a safe and
healthy working environment are some
of the issues that HEU members have
instructed their bargaining committee
to address in these negotiations.

And-this time there must be pay eg-
uity for HEU members. The work our

members do has traditionally been
viewed as “"women’s work” and
because of that, it has always been un-
dervalued and underpaid. That injus-
tice has to be redressed.

The union has worked hard at all
levels over the past year and a half to -
put into practice all that we learned
from the strike of 1989. The changes to
the constitution, including the creation
of a separate strike fund and a new
dues structure, adopted at the 17th Bi-
ennijal Convention, have given the
union the mandate and the resources
to harness the strength of the member
ship to win a fair collective that does
justice to our issues.

This issue of The Guardian will
reach HEU members at a time when a
provincial election may be called at
any moment, or may well already have
been called.

We in HEU have a special responsi-
bility to make sure that we exercise
our right to vote.

The present Social Credit Govern-
ment has made no move to shorten the
long waiting lists, to prevent the latest
round of bed closures and to stop the
layoifs of staff that are affecting most
hospitals in British Columbia.

On health care issues the record
speaks very loud and it says this Social
Credit government has got to go.

Why this rush
toward war?

On Jan. 10, I listened
to the United States Sen-
ate Majority Leader, Sen-
ator Mitchell, present a
compelling argument for
restraint and continued
pressure of United Na-
tions sanctions as an al-
ternative to military at-
tack against Iraq. I also
listened to an Iragi am-
bassador reiterate a
threat to spread violence
throughout the Middle
East if Iraq is attacked.
And I heard the report
that the Canadian Physi-
cians for the Prevention
of Nuclear War has esti-
mated there may be one
million casualties, pri-
marily civilian, if war
begins.

No one can tolerate the
aggressive savagery of
the Iraqi government. At
the same time, Western
governments have toler-
ated similar or worse sav-
agery for years from oth-
er governments such as
the Khmer Rouge, the
military governments of
El Salvador and Guate-
mala, the South African
imposition of apartheid
on its black majority, the
recent mass scale mur
der in Liberia, Somalia,
Ethiopia and many other
examples.

Senator Mitchell point-
ed out that international
and U.S. government of-
ficials such as Secretary
Baker and Secretary
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Cheney agree the inter
national blockade is
working. This is the first
time in human history
that international con-
sensus has successfully
imposed such a block-
ade. Any rational person
can understand that a
war with Iraq will pri-
marily destroy the lives
of innocent Iraqi and oth-
er civilians, and is likely
to reap an unimaginable
harvest of hatred and vi-
olence throughout the re-
gion in the future.

Under the circumstan-
ces, I am at a loss to
understand our govern-
ment's lock-step compli-
ance with U.S. govern-
ment policy. I call on
Prime Minister Mulroney
to reconsider the rush
towards war. We should
support the maintenance
of U.N. sanctions as a
more rational and hu-
mane alternative.

TOM PERRY,
NDP MLA for Point Grey,
Victoria

Does global

trade require

exploitation?
Defenders of the Free

- Trade Agreement with

Mexico have suggested
that being against free
trade is the same as being
for more poverty in Mex-
ico.

In fact, nearly all of
the glowing accounts of
a three-country trade
deal refer to using cheap
Mexican labour.

We already have a pre-
view of free trade wages
and working conditions
in the maquiladora zone
along the Mexican/U.S.
border. Here Mexican
people who earn $3 to $4
a day have to pay rents of
$100 to $200 a month.
Three people in a family
have to work full-time at

- these wages to subsist.

We never hear free
trade supporters calling
for a system that would
involve adequately paid
Mexican workers. That's
because free trade sets

CALM1ACPS

up a system where trans-
national corporations are
“free” to move around
the globe seeking ever
cheaper and more des-
perate workers. The Ca-
nadian Catholic Bishops
call this process “com-
petitive impoverishment.’
As human beings who
can send a man to the
moon, surely we can set
up an economic system
that helps all people
throughout the world to
develop their countries
and co-operate with oth-
er countries. ;
JEAN SWANSON,
End Legislated Poverty,
Vancouver

® Following is a recent
letter from the Vancou-
ver Sun on the impact of
the health funding crisis

Health spending
priorities need
closer look

Vancouver General
Hospital is making cut-
backs in order to address
a $5 million budget over-
rum.

I have been a patient
at Vanceuver General for
nearly five months and I
dearly hope the public
can see past the statis-
tics to the human conse-
quences of this action.

Are those who make
the decisions about
where to cut back oblivi-
ous to the medical con-
sequences? Our ward,
plastic surgery, is losing
10 of its 26 beds and
eight of its 22 nurses,

and faces possible clo-
sure in the spring. Sure-
ly this reflects the ad-
ministration's misappre-
hension of what plastic
surgery is.

Contrary to popular
belief, cosmetic surgery
makes up a very small
percentage of the case-
load. Instead, there are
many trauma patients
and people with cancer.
The need to maintain a
specialized plastic sur-
gery unit is genuine,

I am not suggesting
that another ward be cut
back instead of plastic
surgery. Rather, it is an
issue of how much money
is spent on health care
and what portion is al-
located for day-to-day
operations.

J.V. MILLER,
Ward A3
Vancouver General
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