






































HEU members are carrying
the fight to save our medicare
system into every community

ON THE HILL: Shorncliffe local
members Jean Scholefield and Chris-
tine Luster ready to meet MPs.

By CHRIS GAINOR

Shorncliffe
goes to Ottawa

When Jean Scholefield got a phone
call asking her to appear before a
parliamentary committee in Ottawa
in less than 10 days, she thought there
was some mistake.

But there was no mistake, and so
Scholefield, a cook at the Shorn-
cliffe long term care facility in
Sechelt, flew to Ottawa with
Christine Luster, a long term care
aide. '

The two HEU members made
their first ever trip to Ottawa to
speak on behalf of their local and
health care workers across Canada
about a bill before Parliament

. which will cut back federal funding

to medicare, Bill C-20.

On the way, the two health care
workers learned about the impor-
tance of speaking out as health
providers, and they learned about
Canada’s political process.

HEU has been fighting to defend
medicare since the union was
formed. That struggle is becoming a
national one now as HEU joins the
Canadian Union of Public Em-
ployees to demand proper funding
for our health care system.

Luster admitted later that appear-
ing before the committee represented
“a whole new level of stress,” But the
training she got in a course an chair-
ing meetings, and the lessons
Scholefield learned at last year’s
HEU summer leadership school,
helped them pass the test.

Their trip started with a letter
from the HEU provincial office re-

questing locals to write to the House

and all the way to Ottawa

of Commons Standing Committee
‘on Finance asking to appear on Bill
C-20. Many HEU locals, including
Shorncliffe, wrote to the committee
in the weeks that followed.

Two months later, under pressure
because of the requests from
Canadians to be heard on Bill C-20,
the finance committee agreed to
hold hearings on the bill.

In early November, an official at
the finance committee phoned
Scholefield asking the Shorncliffe
local to appear before the commit-
tee 10 days later.

Scholefield, still not believing
that she should be going to Ottawa,
got confirmation from - provincial
office that the invitation to go to
Ottawa at government expense was
serious. Scholefield, the local’s
secretary-treasurer, called Luster,
the local chairperson.

“When Jean phoned me up and
said we were invited to go to Ot-
tawa, I didn’t believe it,” Luster
said. Here’s what happened on
their trip: :

Day ome, 2 p.m.: Luster and
Scholefield’s flight leaves Van-
couver International Airport for Ot-
tawa. They started the day driving
from their homes on the Sunshine
Coast to Vancouver, where they got
a briefing on Bill C-20 before going
to the airport.

On the flight to Ottawa, Schole-
field and Luster work on their
speech to the finance committee,
using information gathered from
co-workers and from HEU.

Day two, 8:30 a.m.: After a night’s
sleep in a hotel near Parliament
Hill, Luster and Scholefield have
breakfast and discussthe upcoming
day’s work.

10 a.m.: A quick tour of Ottawa,
including views of Parliament Hill,
and the homes of Governor General
Ray Hnatyshyn and Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney.

Noon: Lunch in the Parliament
Buildings followed by a meeting
with Jim Karpoff, the New
Democrat health critic in the House
of Commons.

2 p.m.: In the public galleries of
the House of Commons to watch
statements by MPs and the daily
question period.

Karpoff, the MP for Surrey North,
stands up to salute the 30th an-
niversary of the first medicare sys-
tem in Canada, which was brought
in by the NDP in Saskatchewan.

CITARNIAN a Thine 1009




“vive for another 30 years,”

HEALTH CRITIC: New Democrat MP Jim Karpoff meets with HEU delega-
tion in Ottawa: (left to right) Christine Luster, Karpoff, HEU staffer Chris

Gainor, Jean Scholeﬁeld

“The federal government must
cease its cutbacks to medicare and
reassume its fair share of funding,
or national medicare will not sur-
Karpoff
warned the house. ,

During question period, Liberal
leader Jean Chretien, NDP leader
Audrey McLaughlin and other MPs
spar with cabinet ministers such as
Joe Clark, Barbara McDougall and
Don Mazankowski over the con-
stitution, unemploymentinsurance
premium increases, credit card in-
terest rates, the level of the dollar,
and human rights.

“I always thought it was a play-
pen, and it sure turned out to be a
playpen,” Luster commented as she
emerged from question period.

3:30 p.m.: The hearing of the
Standing Committee on Finance
begins inthe West Block of the Par-

. liament Buildings. “From the mo-
- ment I went into the hearing room,

I was nervous,” said Luster.

HEARING ROOM: Scholefield and
Luster just after their address to
House of Commons finance com-
mittee.

" But it would be more than two
hours until the HEU delegation
would speak. First, there were
presentations from the Canadian
Health Coalition, the Health Care
Advocates of B.C., the Canadian
Federation of Nurses’ Unions,
health consultant Dr. Michael
Rachlis, the New Brunswick
Nurses’ Union and the Canadian
Public Health Association.

6 p.m.: Luster and Scholefield go
before the committee. Most of their
presentation, which is read by

Scholefield, deals with the health
needs and facilities on the Sun-
shine Coast.

The five Members of Parliament —
two Conservatives, two Liberals
and one New Democrat — listen
attentively, especially when
Scholefield mentions that Grace
Mclnnis, the late B.C. New
Democrat who 20 years ago was
Canada’s only woman MP, was a
resident of Shorncliffe.

‘Ottawa’s cuts

to provincial
health budgets
are costing
jobs and

bed closures

“Long term care facilities operate

on a skeleton staff now,” she said.
“Cutbacks to the system will cause
a further deterioration in the care’
we give to our residents. .

“Our health care system is a good

one. It provides for every Canadian
regardless of their income, and we
would hate to see it destroyed by
lack of funding.”

Winnipeg Liberal MP David
Walker asked the HEU delegation
about the B.C. Royal Commission
on' Health Care and Costs, and
Windsor New Democrat MP Steven
Langdon asked about the cost of
care for seniors.

Luster said many residents have
fixed incomes and don’t under-
stand the impact of inflation. If

there were user fees, she said, “we

would see some militant seniors
come forward.”

She also told the MPs about how it
cost her grandmother more than
$2,000 amonth to live in a long term
care facility in the United States.

Ontario Tory MP Pat Sobeski
asked about who builds long term
care facilities.

6:30 p.m.: The vice-chair of the
committee, Quebec Tory Clement
Couture, winds up the day’s hear-
ing after the final questions to the
HEU delegation.

7 p.m.: Dinner at an Ottawa res-
taurant. “I think it was fantastic,”
Scholefield said. “What do.we
speak about next year?”

“I'm certainly glad that we got
asked to come,” Luster said. “It
wasn't as frightening as I thought it
would be.

“I think we were listened to be-
cause we were talkmg as health
care workers.”

HEU joins
national campaign
on medicare

Union supports protest organized
across Canada by Canadian

EU is joining with
the Canadian Union
of Public Employees

Labour Congress in a national
campaign to save medicare from
cutbacks imposed by the federal
Tories.

The Keep Medicare Healthy
campaign features pledge cards to
help save medicare and a two-

hour television special airing on.

Vision Network on cable TV on
June 18 at 4:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.
and June 19 at 7:30 a.m. and noon.

Canadians are being asked to

sign cards supporting medicare

and urging Brian Mulroney to stop

his government’s cutbacks. Cards

have been sent to HEU locals.
“Ifthe Tory agenda is allowed to

‘proceed, our health care system

will be unrecognizable within 15
years,” said CUPE president Judy
Darcy. “The federal government is
suffocating medicare by under-
fundmg it to death.”

HEU is urging its members to

join in the pledge card campaign,
which began in late May. Local

‘labour councils will hold sign-up

campaigns for members of the
general public.

The television special on medi-
care will feature well-known
show business personalities.

This campaign, which is sup-
ported by the Action Canada Net-
work and the Canadian Health
Coalition, is the latest effort HEU

is supporting in the fight to save -

medicare from Tory cutbacks.
The latest Tory law to cut medi-
care payments to the provinces
was rammed through the House of
Commons and the Senate after
NDP members of parliament suc-

and the Canadian.

-1= federal funding would jeopardize

| Union of Public Employees

Conlition to
Keep Medicare Healthy

ceeded in forcing the government to
hold special hearings on the bill.

‘Bill C-20, which extends the
freeze on federal transfer funding
for health care and post-secondary
education, will lead to the end of
direct federal funding for these -
programs.

When an earlier law, Bill C-69,
was passed a year ago, many ex-
perts warned that the end of direct

protection against extra billing
and user fees contained in the
Canada Health Act.
Although Bill C-20 is supposed
to preserve the protections of the
Canada Health Act, HEU and
other groups that appeared before
the House of Commons finance
committee and warned that the
bill still poses a threat to medicare
throughout Canada.
The hearings by the finance
committee resulted from the
Canadian Health Coalition’s
“Demand to be Heard on Medicare”
campaign, in which groups across
Canada asked to speak to the
finance committee about Bill C-20.
While the major goal of the Keep
Medicare Healthy campaign is to
halt federal cutbacks to
health funding, the cam-
paign also calls for a set of
reforms to strengthen medi-
care. e

The campaign wants to
maintain five principles of
Canadian medicare: univer-
sality, comprehensiveness,
accessibility, portability,
and public administration.

As well, the campaign
stresses the need to protect
and enhance the rights of
workers during changes in
health care delivery, such as
the shift to home care and
community care as en-
visioned by the B.C. Royal
Commission on Health CAre
and Costs.

CONDITION CRITICAL:
National campaign protests
Ottawa’s cuts in health
spending.
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Castleview local stands up for residents

“HEU members at Castle-

viewlocal in Castlegarhave
been forced to take action to
protect special diets and

cultural programs of impor- .

tance to residents of Rus-
sian ancestry in their

facility.

5,

Surrey local

When residents of the

former Raspberry. Lodge in

--Castlegar transferred to

Castleview Care Centre
over a year ago, the trouble
began. -

First the home menu was
changed, sharply reducing
thetraditional Russian diet.
Twenty-six of 38 home resi-

dents are Russian.
Then the administrator,

_Dianne Ramage, tampered

with the traditional Rus-
sian music enjoyed by resi-
dents, limiting residents to
threé hours a week of mu-
sic: Activity worker Sheila
Dixon quit in frustration at

‘the anti-Russian policies

and a sharp reduction in
her hours. ‘

But after union protests,
management agreed to pro-
vide some Russian food,
modifying the traditional
diet by using low-fat sub-
stitutes for butter and cream,

so residents can enjoy their
favourite foods at least once
a week.

“The new diet seems to be
acceptable to residents,”
said local chairperson Jean
Hitchens. “The issue is
pretty much resolved ar-
ound here now.”

fights to save
care unit

Union members and .

families of extended care

|. patientsare keeping up the

fight to save the Shirley
Dean Pavilion at Surrey
Memorial Hospital. .
Beginning with a rally
outside Shirley Dean Feb.
14, HEU has worked hard
toreverse a decision by the
hospital’s board of direc-
tors to close the facility.
Staff concerns over bed
closures and lay-offs
prompted a sit-in at Shir-
ley Dean Feb. 25. Eight
staff members walked off
the day shift and demanded
a meeting with hospital
administrators. Surrey
local union executives at-
tended the sit-in along
with three HEU staff.
Although the hospital
tried to intimidate workers
by disciplining them for
their actions, HEU mem-
bers continued to fight to
keep-the beds open.
A postcard campaign

gathered thousands of sig-
natures from concerned
citizens, relatives of resi-
dents and hospital workers.
HEU members and con-
cerned citizens presented
a brief to Surrey council

.. about the bed closures and
asked for support.

So far the campaign is
working. An article in Sur-
rey NOW April 10 reported
the hospital board would
renovate Shirley Dean
Pavilion and return it to an
extended care facility, Sur-
rey council has one member
on the hospital board.

Shirley Dean is one of
three extended care units
at SMH. At full capacity it
houses 74 residents and
employs 35 workers. Diet-
ary, finance and main-
tenance staff at the main
hospital provide services
to the facility. .

Despite the hospital
board’s decision to re-
open Shirley Dean for ex-

ACTION AGAINST CLOSURE: HEU Surrey local members gather around union staffers
Shirley Mathieson and Steve Polak to review latest management position during a Feb.

26 protest against employer plans to close the Shirley Dean Extended Care Unit. The

hospital eventually agreed to keep the beds open and to reinstate three workers fired for

their role in the protest.

tended care, HEU suspects
the necessary funding for
beds will not be available

once the renovations are
finished.

“The people who used to

live in Shirley Dean have
been moved into- private
care facilities and the
government is funding
those beds,” says HEU
director Steven Polak.

“Is Surrey Memorial
Hospital going to be able to
get the funding to open the

74 beds in Shirley Dean
Pavilion now that those
people have been moved
some where else? I doubt
it.” :

Polak points to the

empty towers at Van-
couver General Hospital as
an example of health care
budgets that permit con-
struction but don’t serve
any patients.

The union is holding
talks with NDP MLAs in
Surrey to gather ‘support

for making sure the beds
arere-opened for extended
care residents.

“The last census showed

_that Surrey had a 30 per-

cent population increase
in four years. There is no
way they should close one
bed in that hospital,”
Polak said.

There are 50 extended
care patients in acute beds |

" in Surrey Memorial Hospi-

tal and 200 more waiting
to get in.

HEU delegate
urges action on
aboriginal rights

A full day after HEU
Bella Coola delegate Dor-
een Clellamin finished her
brief speech on aboriginal
rights to the B.C. Federa-
tion of Labour delegates,
trade wunionists from
around the province were
still approaching her to ex-
press their gratitude and
solidarity.

Clellamin, an alternate
delegate, hadn’t expected
tobein Vancouver and she
had not-expected to speak
Nov. 28 when the issue of
aboriginal rights came to
the floor.

But she went to the mic-

rophone anyway and her
comments moved the 800
convention delegates very
much.

As she returned to her

seat, they gave her a stand- .

ing ovation and. several
wept openly.

“I'm a practical nurse,”

she said later, “and I've
been working as a nurse’s
aide for 26 years, the last
13 years in my home com-
munity of Bella Coola.
“The main thing I talked
about was what happened
to people wlio went.to the
residential schools,

" “They were taken éway ,

DOREEN CLELLAMIN, of
HEU’s Bella Coola local,
won a standing ovation
from B.C. Federation of

" Labour delegates.

and placed in schools for
12 or 13 years with no
parental guidance, no
family, no relatives, none
of that background.

“That’s why so many
have drug, alcohol and
suicide problems..

“Since I moved home in
1977; 50 people have com-
mitted suicide in my com-
munity, all age groups, but
mostly young people.

“They didn’t have the
help of parents or grand-
parents.” .

The residential school
system left a texrible legacy
which must be overcome,
she said.

That’s why she wanted
delegates to support a con-
vention resolution calling
for “solidarity with ab-
original people.”

The resolution also calls
on the provincial gov-
ernment to “provide
speedy, fair and neg-
otiated settlements. of
aboriginal disputes and
land claims.”

Native people are look-
ing forward to those
treaties, Clellamin says,
and to the day when na-
tive trade unionists take

their place on the conven- -

tion podium as full par-
ticipants.

Sally Ann

closes MS

group home

Salvation Army manage-
ment at New Westminster’s
Buchanan Court cast a
cloud over the Christmas
season By closing the fac-
ility, home for 10 residents
with multiple sclerosis.

HEU members pressed
hard to keep the facility

. operating but management

closed the home in Novem-
ber. The building was only
five years old, but did not
meet the fire code.

HEU members continue
to work at Buchanan Lodge,
a related facility, but still
regret the closure as a sense-
less bureaucratic foul-up.

“The people who've had
their lives scrambled by
this bungling deserve
some answers,” wrote the
Royal City Record, “as do
the taxpayers who’ve
footed the bill.”
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CHANGE-MAKERS: Linda Mar-
cotte (left) with poverty-fighters
Annie Llewellyn (centre) and
Denise Nadeau at End Legislated

Poverty.

by LINDA MARCOTTE
HE phone rings. “Hello,
End Legislated Poverty,
this is Linda,” I say. The
callerisareporter with the
CBC in Edmonton, working on an
article about welfare and single
mothers. Can I find someone in Ed-
monton who would have the infor-
mation he needs?

I call Freda, a welfare advocate
with the Downtown Eastside
Residents’ Association (DERAJ},
one of 27 groups in our coalition.
She tells me what I'm looking for,
we chat, and I just have time to look
up some names of single parents in
Edmonton. Pat, one of our staff,
helped form a group to work on
getting lunch programs in the low
income schools there. A quick call
back to Edmonton and that task is
done.

I’'m excited. Just last week a single
mother in Chilliwack phoned and
wanted to start a group out there.
The name she thought of was great:
S.M.A.R.T. — Single Mothers Are
Really Tough.

The evidence of the work that
keeps us whirling is everywhere.

In this morning’s mail are two
letters from municipal councils
who have passed our resolutions:

e minimum wages should be raised
to at least the same percentage of
the poverty line as it was in 1975.
This would be over $7.50 an hour;

e the welfare rates should be raised
to the poverty line;

s the provincial government should

" let single mothers on welfare

decide whether they want to stay

home and be with their children

full-time or work outside.
Several towns, cities and groups
have passed these. People can use

‘women whose

them to talk about poverty in their
area.

We have to ‘keep information
about poverty and social justice is-

sues current. We speak to groups.
and keep active in national groups

like the National Anti-Poverty Or-
ganization and Action Canada Net-
work. We are funded by unions,
churches and law groups like the
Law Foundation
and Legal Services

Way and others.

I often think I'm
so privileged to be
on staff here. Get-
ting paid to do this
work still amazes
me. I’ve been a
single parent since
Steven and Melan-
ie were one and
three, and now

All those years,
mostly on welfare.
I chose poverty

slightly higher in-
come working at a
job outside. Mel-
anie needed extra
attention;, having
Down’s Syndrome.

Looking back
over those years,
with bad or no
housing (one sum-
mer we stayed with a friend), not
enough money and overwhelming

bone-tiredness, I wonder at myself

— all the other work I did. I helped
start a welfare rights group in Sur-
rey, acted as an advocate for more
than 30 people a month out of our
home, and led the Poverty Game
workshop doz-
ens of times.

I was lucky,
too.Ididn’t have
any trouble with
the law or have
an addiction or
health problems
that would have
forced me to deal
with authority
more than I did.
While I was do-
ing advocacy, I
talked to many

choice of work—
ing on the street
made sense after

' the hundredth harassment by

workers at the welfare office. Steal-
ing food is sometimes more dig-
nified than waiting hours in a food
bank lineup for stale buns and
canned peas. Getting drunk or
stoned is sometimes a vacation
from an ugly reality.’

I see myself come in here to the
office or hear my voice on the other

Society, the United |

they’re teenagers. -

on welfare over @ |

Single parent
Linda Marcotte
has learned .-
she can fight
poverty. She
changed her life.
Now she wants

to change the
whole system.

end of the line every day. Keeping
your family together and healthy is
almost impossible, and is impos-
sible sometimes. The single parents
we see who have the edge to start
fighting poverty usually live in
public housing or housing co-ops,
with the worry of high rents and
crummy housing gone.

The memories I have of being on
'welfare are grim, pushing the two
kids up this huge hill with five
‘cases of empty beer bottles my new
landlord had given me to cash in
and get money for supper.

I can feel the rage and frustration
as I write this, but the biggest
memory, and the one that comes
back to shake me, is shame. The
hardest, most- confusing time I

. spent here was trying to see myself

asa worker deserving a pay cheque.

‘I feel the 10 years of welfare beat
my pride and the trust I had in my
thinking right out of me. To get it
back was a fight. The support of
friends was a big help. Another ele-
ment to healing my self-esteem was
seeing myself as part of the huge
movement in Canada and around
the world working to get justice for
women, our children and poor
people everywhere. ‘

This is what I am lucky to see
every day in other single parents.
The first step is to get together with
others to share stories and get sup-
port and practical help. Then I see
women change and grow, doing
things they never thought theyhad
the courage to do, meeting po-
liticians and telling them what they
and their children need.

I'see single parents go through the
process of working together, figur-
ing out what’s wrong, why and
what to do about it. It’s exciting to
watch.

There are powerful consequen-
ces: feeling better and stronger so
you don’t blame yourself for your
poverty; learning skills like writing
and reading; organizing and run-
ning meetings; making speeches;
giving TV orradio interviews; keep-
ing a group going — it’s very em-
powering,

Sometimes I take lower income
people to one of
the schools in
Vancouver that
have lunch pro-
grams. In a
bustle of 300
children eating
(of the 1,500
Vancouver kids
who are fed a
‘nutritious, hot
lunch every day,
in a program
that doesn’t stig-
matize the low
income kids), I
always feel so
hopeful.

End Legislated
Poverty, low income people did
this. We brought people’s attention
to the problem of poverty and

~ worked hard to get kids fed. I'm

reminded of a quote from Margaret
Mead: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed
citizens can change the world: in-
deed, it’s the only thing that ever
does.”
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