












































HEU
people

Promotion

Joan Burgess is the new
coordinator of human
resources. She has been at
HEU since 1991, most
recently as manager of
SUppoOrt services.

Janet Fairbanks movés
from the education rep
position to the director of
education and occupational
health and safety. She was an
active HEU member in the
Courtenay local for 14 years
before coming to the
Provincial Office in 1988 as a
rep 1.

Sylvia Sioufi is the new

" servicing rep responsible for

education. She moves from
her position as research
analyst with HEUs comm-
unications and research
department where she began
in June 1992 as a research
assistant. Sylvia leaves the
HEU annex to relocate to the
main building and may be
found there after Feb. 9.
Candace Montgomery
joins HEU as the new manag-
er of support services. She
has been here since January,
coming from the Beth Israel
Synagogue where she was -

operations manager for two
years. Prior to that, Candace
was with the Vancouver Port
Corporation.

Remembering
Glen Makahonuk

‘Gleh Makahonuk, general
vice president of CUPE, died
quietly at his home in

" Saskatoon on Dec. 10, 1997

at the age of 46.

Fred Muzin was among
many representatives of CUPE
Nationals executive council at
the funeral service held on
Dec. 13 in Saskatoon, who
came to pay their respects to
a brother and friend.

“There are far too few
committed social activists
like brother Glen to fight the
never-ending struggle for
social justice and decency,”

lines are:

said Muzin. “It was an hon-
our to work alongside him.”

HEU’S CONFIDENTIAL
HUMAN RIGHTS
HARASSMENT
PROCESS

COMPLAINTS INVESTIGATORS

can help if you are being

harassed at work because of:

* sex (including sexual
harassment)

® race

* sexual orientation

¢ disability

» religion

(see Art. 4.03 of the Facilities

Sector Agreement)

1-800-310-6886

call for a recorded message
about the process

HEALTH CARE
SCHOLARSHIPS

Jfrom the Ministry of Education Skills, & Training

These $3,500 scholarships are for health care workers who are
upgrading/retraining within the health care field. As of Nov. 25
HEU members have received these bursaries. Application dead-

e May to August school term: March 15

e September to December school term: July 15

e January to April school term: Nov. 15
Applications can be obtained from your local or at the student
financial office of the educational institution where you are
enrolled. For more information, call:

660-2610 (in the Lower Mainland) '
387-6100 (in victoria) or 1-800-561-1818

Two videos focus on breast cancer

by Louise Hutchinson

Jacqueline Davis, a volun-
teer at the Canadian Cancer
Society, is the executive pro-
ducer of a newly released
video entitled Echoes of the
Sisters — First Nations Women:
Breast Cancer. Davis, a Cree
woman from the Peguis
reserve in Manitoba, is 2
breast cancer survivor.

While in hospital, she says
she asked herself, “Am I the
only native woman that gets
cancer?”

Deep down inside she knew
that wasn't so. Together with
her other sisters she formed
the First Nations Breast Can-
cer Society to increase aware-
ness of breast cancer among
First Nations women.

Davis and five other First
Nations women tell their sto-
ries in this video. They speak
of how western medicine and
aboriginal spiritual healing
has helped them in their jour-
neys. They are thankful for
the women it has brought into
their lives.

Lisa Simen-Falvy made the
decision to study herbs and
take better care of hersell.

“Breast cancer has given me
spirituality because I had to
look inside myself. 1 see with
different eyes now.”

Davis sends us this urgent
message: breast cancer is not
proud about whom it attacks
— it is everyone’s disease. It

may affect your mother, sister,
aunt, or grandmother.

This video has been distrib-
uted to 604 bands across Can-
ada, and a copy is available in
our Provincial Office. Copies
may be purchased by phoning
604-875-3677.

Breast cancer claims the
lives of 6,000 Canadian wo-
men every year.

Seventeen thou-
sand are diagnosed
during the same
time period. It’s the
most common fe-
male cancer — one
of every eight wo-
men will get breast
cancer in her life-
time. The Women’s
Network on Health
and the Environment has
released a video entitled
Exposure — Environmental Links
to Breast Cancer hosted by
Olivia Newton-John. Three
decades ago, the World Health
Organization stated that 80 per
cent of cancers were caused by
toxic chemicals found in our
air, water, and food.

Biologist Rachel Carson, in
her 1962 book Silent Spring,
warned of a coming cancer
epidemic if we did not aban-

don or drastically reduce our"

use of toxic, long-lasting pes-
ticides, and other synthetlc
chemicals.

Since the Second World
War, 100,000 synthetic sub-

VIDEO

REVIEWS

stances have been introduced
into the world.

Epidemiologist Dr. Rosalie
Bartell advises that many pes-
ticides and herbicides have
been “watered down from the
military.”

They tell us these things are
good for our gardens and golf
courses when in fact they do
what they were
designed to do —
kill.

Some, such as
DDT, are banned
in Canada, but are
used elsewhere
and kill farm wor-
kers. Still others
are found in our
laundry soaps and
plastics.

Dr. Bartell states that most
efforts have been focussed on
the individual — “Instead of
going after the growers of
tobacco, we tell people not to
smoke.”

Do you wait until you have
enough dead bodies to take
action as was done with
smoking and lung cancer?

The women in this video
believe we should take pre-
liminary action based on
existing evidence.

In Canada alone, from 1994
to 1996, 1.45 billion pounds
of toxic chemicals were re-
leased into the environment —
of which 280 million pounds
were known carcinogens.

EQUITY PHONE LINE

1.800.663.5813, ext. 514
Lower Mainland 739.1514
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Ethnic Diversity

One union, many . colours!
Working across our
differences! To participate,
please call and leave us your
namel
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First Nations

First Nations members
would like to hear from youl!
Please call if you would like
to help educate our union
brothers
and sisters
on issues
that affect
First
Nations
people.

Lesbians
and Gays

For support: afraid of béing
identified, feeling isolated,
want to know your rights?
Call for information on same
sex benefits, fighting homo-
phobia and discrimination.

press 4

People with
disAbilities

Wed like to hear from you,
if you are on WCB or LTD.
Or if you are invisibly or
visibly disabled in the work-
place, let us know how the

union can better meet your
needs.

People
with

OBabilities

ALL CALLS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

TALK TO US

TOLL FREE!

You can call any HEU office toll free to deal with a
problem or to get information. It's fast, it’s easy, and it’s free.

PROVINCIAL OFFICE
Vancouver site
1-800-663-5813

PROVINCIAL OFFICE
Abbotsford site
1-800-404-2020

VANCOUVER ISLAND OFFICE

Victoria
1-800-742-8001

NORTHERN OFFICE
Prince George
1-800-663-6539

OKANAGAN OFFICE
Kelowna
1-800-219-9699

ICOOTENAY OFFICE

Nelson
1-800-437-9877
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You can

1. save HEU money

2. save trees

3. get your Guardian quickly

by notifying us promptly of any change of

address.

Just clip this coupon, which has your

mailing label on the back, fill in your new
* address below and mail to the Guardian, .

2006 West 10th Ave., Vancouver V6] 4P5.

Name

Address

Postal Code |

Telephone

Facility
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