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Activist says good-bye

Bob Rodgers, a carpenter
at Children’s Hospital for 23
years, retired
at the end of
September.

One of the
locals dedi-
cated activists,
he always
looked out for
the member-
ship. He
served as vice-chair, chief
shop steward, trustee, union
counselor and assistant secre-
tary-treasurer. And innumer-
able committees. And he was
always front and center at ral-
lies to defend Medicare and
fighting for fairness for health
care workers. His co-workers
will miss him.

RODGERS

Early retirement
for care aide

Dogwood care aide retiree
Kwai Fong Ha (Alice) ’
retired on Feb. 28, 2000. She
worked for 10 years at the
facility, but retired early due
to high blood pressure and
diabetes.

25-year St. Pauls
veteran retires

Peter Stokes retired in
August after 25 years of
service to St. Pauls Hospital.

Stokes started at the facility
in August of 1975 as a house-
keeper. When he retired,-he
had been a precision instru-
ment tech for 10 years. In
between those two job
descriptions, he was a porter
and an OR aide.

He served on his local exec-
utive as secretary-treasurer
for quite a few years. He con-
siders one of his major con-
tributions to his local to.be
making an index of the local’s
executive back to 1959. “That
way if the local needs infor-
mation on anyone who has
ever served on the executive
back to 1959, they just have
to look in the index,” he says.

Peter Stokes, HEU president Fred Muzin and chairperson

He says he enjoyed
serving on the execu-
tive, but thought it was
important to make way
for the younger folk.

“That’s the only way
all the work you do
can continue on into
thé future,” says
Stokes. “Otherwise, it would
just stop when-you go.”

Quilt to
be displayed

Quilter Lydia Shimek will
be exhibiting her Teddy Bear
quilt in the Atira Transition
House quilt show which will
be called Reclaiming Tradition,
Women’s Political Expression
Through Quilting.

The show will be at Kwant-
len University College in
Surrey Oct. 20 to 22.

Shimek’s quilt was featured
in the September/October
1993 issue of the Guardian.
She invites HEU members to
come see the display and to
say hello.

Living on the
Sunshine Coast

Sister Elizabeth “Libby”
Johnson retired from

Richmond Lions Manor last

year after 25
years of ser-
vice as a laun-
dry aide. She
served Her
union sisters.

as secretary
tréasurer, -
shop steward,
trustee, warden and condug-
tor. i

The staff at Richmond
Lions Manor miss her and
wish her health and much
happiness. ,

She and her husband buil
a home in Sechelt with a
beautiful ocean view. Now
they have time to spend with
their grandchildren and to
travel in their RV,

JOHNSON

Gone fishing -~

Harry Phillips who
worked in stores at Dogwood
Lodge also retired last year.
He moved to Victoria, bought
a boat and went fishing. He
became a member of HEU in
1987 and held the office of
trustee. -

Raj Sandhanwalia at Stokes’ retirement party on July 22.
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Staff

Kim Zander is a
new face in the HEU
Provincial Office. A
rep II, she came to
the union after serv-
ing as a tenant advo-
cate for seven years
with the Tenants’
Rights Action Coalition.

She’s worked for HEU
before — with Libby Davies
on a human rights investiga-
tors project. Her first trade
union involvement was as a
member and organizer with
the Fisherman’s Union.

Julie Eckert is the new
human resources coordinator.
A registered nurse, she decid-
ed to become
an LPN
instead. Why?
“Those were
the days
before the
BCNU. I saw
that HEU
negotiated
good wages
for their members. I liked
that, so I joined HEU as an
LPN,” she says.

She’s been on staff at HEU
since 1987.

Susan Fisher is now the
servicing director for the
Providence health care group,
the South Fraser Valley,
Fraser Valley and some com-
munity locals. She first came

ECKERT

-to HEU as arep II in 1993

from the Office and Pro-
" fessional
Employees
International
Union where_
she served as
a rep for four
years. Fisher
* says the chal-
lenges and the
4 diversity of
issues in her job keep her on
her toes. “T'like the opportu-
nity to meet more of the
membership in different
locals,” she says.

FISHER

Long-term
staff
member
retires
Keith
Wilson says
he thinks he
was HEUS
longest serving staff member
when he retired recently. He
started at the union in
February 1975 as an organiz-
er and building janitor. He
came from Gorge Road

WILSON

_ Hospital, where he worked as

a cleaner and served as chair
and chief shop steward.

At HEU he moved up
through the ranks from rep I
to director of organizing.

Wilson plans to go to
England to do some genealo-
gy research. In the meantime,
he and his wife Gail enjoy
babysitting their grandchil-
dren. “Working for HEU was
a wonderful experience for
me,” says Wilson. “I hope I
contributed to the union life
and to its future.”

:; .issues that

EQUITY PHONE LINE

1.800.663.5813, ext. 514
Lower Mainland 739.1514

press 1
Ethnic Diversity

One union, many colours!
Working across our
differences! To participate,
please call and leave us your

press 3

For support: afraid of being
identified, feeling isolated,
want to know your rights?

namel . Call for information on same
) sex benefits, fighting homo-
e é ) phobia and discrimination.
= I
--ETHNIC DIVERSTTY
press 4
press 2

People with
disAbilities
Wed like to hear from you,
if you are on WCB or LTD.
Or if you are invisibly or
A 3 visibly disabled in the work-
4 place, let us know how the
SN, union can better meet your
K BN needs.

First Nations

First Nations members
would like to hear from you!
Please call if you would like
to help educate our union

brothers and ‘
sisters on y y

affect First
Nations
people.

Peopleg
With 5
Abilities

ALL CALLS ARE CONFIDENTIAL

TALK TO US ... TOLL-FREE!

You can call any HEU office toll free to deal with a problem
or to get information. It fast, its easy and it’s free.

PROVINCIAL OFFICES:

*Vancouver site
1-800-663-5813

* Abbotsford site
1-800-404-2020

NORTHERN OFFICE:
* Prince George
T-800-663-6539

OKANAGAN OFFICE:
« Kelowna
1-800-219-9699

VANCOUVER ISLAND OFFICES:
» Victoria site
1-800-742-8001
* Nanaimo site
1-800-347-0290
*» Courtenay site
1-800-624-9940

IKOOTENAY OFFICE:
* Nelson
1-800-437-9877
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| You can

1. save HEU money
2. save trees
3. get your Guardian quickly

by notifying us promptly of any change
of address. Just clip this coupon, which
has your mailing label on the back, fill in
your new address below and mail to the
Guardian, 2006 West 10th Ave., Vancouver
V6] 4P5.

Name
Address
Postal Code
Tel\ephone E-mail
Facility
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