












































HEU
people

Controller likes
the West

Robert Shapiro
started working at
HEU as the new
controller in early
August.

Originally from
Montreal, he says he
has slowly been working his

. way west for the last 20 years

or so. His last stop before
British Columbia was
Manitoba. During his three
years in that province he
became a chartered accoun-
tant.

He brings a wealth of expe-

rience in the private sector to
his new job, but he says he
always was interested in
working for a not-for-profit
organization, and HEU fits
the bill.

“I can use my skills in bud-
getary control to serve the
members and staff of HEU,”
says Shapiro.

He was the chief financial
officer of Polaris Water
Company before joining
HEUs staff. He has a family
with two boys, one at UBC
and the younger son is a
promising snowboarder.

IN MEMORIARM

- Ex-staffer dies
after long life

Brother Owen Adams died
in Kelowna on Sept. 18 at the

age of 81, and the news trig-
.gered fond memories of the
outdoor-loving, HEU servic-
ing representative and direc-
tor in both union members
and staff alike.

SHAPIRO

Adams, who worked in the
Lower Mainland, the North
and the former Okanagan/
Kootenay region, retired in
the 1980s. In his obituary, his
family graciously acknowl-
edged the members he
worked for so tireless-
ly with “special
thanks to the health
care professionals on
4A at KGH.”

He is survived by a
loving family that
includes nine grand-
children and seven
great grandchildren.

PG Care Aide
sorely missed

Sister Roberta Bilinski, a
long-time Care Aide at Simon
Fraser Lodge in Prince
George, passed away in early
August of this year.

She was well beloved by
her union brothers and
sisters. The residents at the
facility appreciated her
kindness, wit and humour.

Co-worker Wayne
Pollard, also a Care Aide at
Simon Fraser, wrote her
obituary in the Prince
George Citizen.

“Special thanks, Roberta,
for all the years of enjoying

acter. Many that worked with
you remember looking over
their shoulder to see what
tricks or jokes you were often
up to.You do realize that you
will have to send down a let-
ter from the person in charge
up there to verify your indefi-
nite leave of absence from
work. It will most likely
result in a grievance and end
up going to arbitration. Any
other time we’d say we stand
beside you, but this time we
send our love.”

She has left a great empti-
ness, he says.

HEU notes
passing of ally

Disability advocate and
social justice activist Mary
Williams died unexpectedly
on Oct. 5 at her home in
Vancouver.

Over 25 years ago, while
institutionalized after her
spinal cord injury, Mary and
a few other residents began
planning a disability advoca-
cy organization. This marked
the beginning of her long and
devoted career as a spokes-
person and mentor for people
with disabilities.

Mary was a feminist and
founding member of the
DisAbled Women’s Network
Canada, and the immediate
past president of the B.C.
Coalition of People with
Disabilities. She brought a
combination of toughness,

your humorous, joyous char-

gentleness and a great sense
of humour to
her work,
speaking out
on issues from
women’ rights,
to accessible
transportation;
to rehabilita-
tion, to AIDS as
a disability.

Mary received a Coast
Foundation Courage to Come
Back award earlier this year
because of her remarkable
contributions.

Mary was key to the success
of the 1999 campaign to save
the G.E Strong Rehabilitation .
Centre from closure. HEU
was part of that campaign and
benefited greatly from her
knowledge and experience.

“There is life after disability.
I'm not my spinal cord injury
and I'm not my wheelchair.
Pm still Mary. I have a great
quality of life; not just a good
one, but a great one.” — Mary,
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* twenty-one were born to
mothers over 35

* three were multiple births

* eight still births occurred
every 10 days

Seventy-five people died:

e thirty-nine males and 36
females died

* twenty-six deaths were due
to circulatory disease

* twenty-one deaths were
from cancer

» fifteen deaths were attribut-

“Henderson, you're already doing the jobs of three people ...
how can you possibly have time to join a union?”

able to smoking
* seven deaths were due to

respiratory disease

* four deaths resulted from
accidents and violence

* five deaths were alcohol-
related, one directly and four
indirectly due to alcohol

* one death was drug-
induced

» two deaths were from dia-
betes

* one death was due to

Alzheimer’s disease or other
senile dementias

» three deaths every 10 days
were from HIV

» four infants died every 10
days

Sixty couples were married:

* thirty—four were civil cere-
monies and 26 were performed
by religious representatives

e thirty-six marriages were
couples where both parties were
marrying for the first time

* two teenage couples mar-
ried every 10 days

Words of wisdom?
* One nice thing about ego-

tists: They don’t talk about

other people.

e The older you get, the bet-
ter you realize you were.

¢ Do pediatricians play minia-
ture golf on Wednesdays?

e If you try to fail, and suc-
ceed, which have you done?

» Did you ever wonder what
cured ham has been cured of?

press_[

EQUITY PHONE LINE

1.800.663.5813, ext. 514
Lower Mainland 739.1514 . -

press 2

First Nations

First Nations memibers would
like to hear from youl Please
call if you would like to help
educate our union brothers
and sisters on >
issues that
affect First "
Nations
people.

pres§ 3

People with
disAbilities

Wed like to hear from you, if
you are on WCB or LTD. Or
if you are invisibly or visibly
disabled in the workplace, let
us know how the union can
better meet your needs.

Ethnic Diversity -1
One union, many coloursl
Working across our
differences! To participate,
please call and leave us your-~
namel T

INIC DIVE]

press 4

Lesbians
. and Gays

For support:
afraid of

fied, feeling
isolated, want
to know your
rights? Call for information
on same sex benefits, fighting
homophobia and discrimina-

All call to the
equity phone lines
are confidential

‘TALK TO US

... TOLL-FREE!

You can call any HEU office toll free to deal with a problem
or to get information. It’s fast, its easy and its free.

. PROVINCIAL OFFICES:
-+ Burnaby site
1-800-663-5813
* Abbotsford site
1-800-404-2020

NORTHERN OFFICE:
* Prince George
[-800-663-6539

OKANAGAN OFFICE:
» Kelowna
1-800-219-9699

r/-=—=====

You can

2. save trees

V5] 5M3.

Name

VANCOUVER ISLAND OFFICES:

1. save HEU money

3. get your Guardian quickly

by notifying us promptly of any change

of address. Just clip this coupon, which
has your mailing label on the back, fill in
your new address below and mail to the
Guardian, 5000 North Fraser Way, Burnaby

« Victoria site
1-800-742-8001

* Nanaimo site
1-800-347-0290

» Courtenay site
[-800-624-9940

KOOTENAY OFFICE:
* Nelson
1-800-437-9877

Address

Telephone

Postal Code

E-mail

Facility
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